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ABSTRACT

Karen Louise Erdrich is acclaimed as one of the tmgignificant Native American writers and a most
accomplishing and promising novelist. Erdrich'dlski creating and developing fictional charactassa central aspect of
her success as a versatile writer. Erdrich confeotite realities of Native American life in the Ttieth Century. Her
fiction depicts the Anishinaabe culture in whiclegent occurrences cannot be isolated from the gradther works often
deal with the issues concerning Native Americamslide Erdrich is renowned for the portrayal of wemeharacters,
specifically as mothers and self made personalititeey women project self confidence and stand iodgstead for their
community as a whole. Erdrich depicts Fleur Pillags a self made woman who uses her powers anadgshre absolutely

to the fullest inorder to stand tall as an indivad@and for her community at large.
KEYWORDS Power, Medicine Woman, Spell, Isolation, Fear, titgnRevenge
INTRODUCTION

Karen Louise Erdrich is noted for her universalitythemes and her engaging authorial presencerimdeels.
Erdrich's thematic concerns such as abandonmemilidh relationships, isolation, cultural bonds,asgh for identity,
healing power, tribal community, motherhood, andabee between cultures, trickster, home coming,ehognd
redemption are evident in her novels. Erdrich pgerthe female characters quite opposite to thredge of clinging,
submissive and self sacrificing women. Her womem depicted courageous, intelligent and independejudgement.
One such powerful and fearful female characterteckéy Louise Erdrich is Fleur Pillager in her nipveracks Fleur
Pillager is known as a medicine woman, the wif&ebhfkKashpaw, the mother of Lulu Nanapush, the waifeJlohn James

Mauser and the mother of John James Mauser IlI.

Fleur's father is a Pillager, her mother is thedBweman and she has three younger siblings. Atyayming age
of seventeen, Fleur loses her parents and sibimgs epidemic. The Pillagers are people of powh the smile of a
wolf and the clan markers on their graves are twosshatched bears and a marten' (Tr5), who 'khevsécret ways to
cure or kill'(Tr2). They are respected and feargaeryone in the reservation. Fleur Pillager tfiehe role of bears in
the medicine society as well as the Chippewa spdideur Pillager is most closely associated wiité power of the Bear
Spirit

"She laid the heart of an owl on her tongue socsh#d see at night, and went out, hunting, not @aemer own

body. One can know this for sure because themerhing in the snow or dust, one can follow theksaof her bare feet
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and saw where they changed, where the claws spranthe pad broadened and pressed into the (fntdfich1988:12).

Fleur as a child of fifteen seemingly drowns in thke, but unfortunately she drowns the rescuedsthay die
instead of her. As a girl, Fleur nearly drowns &yiand on both episodes, according to local legeimel causes "the men
who either did or did not rescue her to take thé&ice in the world of the dead "(Tr10-11). Paradaly, when they try to
save her, they die in an inexplicable ways aseéiiFwere the hidden cause of their death. Latemtien she drowns for
the second time and is thrown by the waves to bmeesof the lake, another man, Many Woman, lookseat closely
examining whether or not Fleur is alive. Suddehlgr, eyes, 'spun open, clear black agate, and ske &t him,' cursing
him' you take my place' (Tr11). People grow afm@fid-leur more and more when they learn that Manymalio has started
to avoid the lake and water as much as possibter lb& finds his death in the new bathtub whersliped, got knocked
out and breathed the water while his wife stoodhe other room frying breakfast'(Tr11).No one daxesnake Fleur

furious as they are afraid of her power to curskilbpeople.

Eli Kashpaw, her lover, who is the first one toaiggconsciousness, starts running towards the takag to save
Fleur. Eli manages to get Fleur on the shore whkee furious and angry, puts a curse not on EtiphuNector when she
utters “"Nector will take my place!"(Tr213). Beforshe says these words, the "ground beneath [then§ wa
trembling"(Tr213). It seems as if the water monskéisshepeshu, is protecting Fleur and does notaltier to drown but
only abducts her for a few minutes and then rele&se back to the real world. She is considered adtch who has

inexplicable powers and the ability to rise frore thottom of the lake.

Fleur Pillager is an exemplification of traditidi@@hippewa power, and she owes her power to het gpiardian,
Misshepeshu, the water spirit man. Pauline notegtwer of Fleur and says, "Power travels in tledines, handed out
before birth. It comes down through the hands, tiicthe Pillagers are strong and knotted, bigdespi and rough, with
sensitive fingertips good at dealing cards. It cetieough the eyes; too, belligerent, darkest brthereyes of those in the

bear clan, impolite as they gaze directly at agefy(Tr31).

Fleur's adherence to the Ojibwa customs is notysbkcause of her relationship with Misshepeshishasis also
guided by people who heartily embraced traditionadtoms. Fleur is a powerful medicine woman whosar lpower
enables her to perform wonderful cures. She isnanzoanity elder for having served many in the resiowsas a midwife.
Her healing powers are used for the common gooch fdar Fleur because early in her life, every mam same into

contact with would die. Erdrich depicts the magjalver of Native American women through the chaaEteur.

Fleur Pillager represents a strong figure with bmnalance of power and abilities. Fleur ‘was wild dithy wolf,
a big bony girl whose sudden bursts of strengthsaratling cries terrified the listening Pukwan'(TsBe is aware of her
feminine beauty and the ability to attract men. ¥ball, she is also considered a passionate womartalthe fact that
"men made brainless fools out of themselves falilgwThey adored her and feared her in equal me&&872).This
constant adoration of Fleur causes much gossip grienwomen in her community as they perceive Fsua witch who

draws men away and either curses them or kills them

Fleur's powers are not only gained through her stocg but also through her guardians. She liveabaénwoods
near by the Matchimanito Lake which is believedéothe home of a water monster. Fleur has invisibleection to the
lake and she has power over the monster becauskegitehe lake thing controlled'(Tr35). Her retauship with the most

powerful water spirit is a major strength for hengval.
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Fleur experiences a lot of odds in her life. Thatbdeof her family deprived her of a mentor to gultkr in
harnessing the powers for good. She is sexuallgabby the white men while working in Argus makray furious. She
initially isolates herself in the woods and mangtes her powers to fear people. In the procesdbsbemes confident.

This confidence runs through every endeavour shertzkes and it also paves a way to be victorious.

Early in the novellracks Fleur works at Pete Kozka's meat store in Ar@le is an expert at playing cards and
gained mastery over men in playing cards and esimemarkable power. Pauline says that 'Women didnially play
with men, so the evening that Fleur drew a chathtéomen's table there was a shock of surprise3jTHleur is skill and
dexterity in playing cards, alerted men. One dauFplays the poker with three men namely, Lily ¥ad Tor Grunewald
and Dutch James. Fleur wins dollar after dollange an edge over other men who played with heeyTlose their
money to Fleur and turns revengeful. In a fit afsfration they abuse her sexually in the smokehodsea consequence

she displays supernatural power to spite them.

The next day, Fleur through her magical powersateiea powerful wind that leaves most of the tomiadt, yet
destroying the meat shop where the three men wiedrher are frozen to death in the icehouse whiiag shelter from
the storm. This incidence though painful makes IFteunmuster up courage to revenge them. Fleur ist popular for her
immense strength and confidence in the communityremman would dare go to her. She seduces meaghireer charm
and cares very little for them. Fleur either cdbtsse men aside or takes away their lives. She sinovwconcern to men.
Fleur does not reveal her ordeal in Argus. It iotigh Pauline Puyat, Fleur's rival that peoplerdeavout the rape and
Fleur's power to destroy those men. The state backnowledging the rapes vouches for her mentahgth and power.

Thus she creates a niche for herself.

Fleur lives alone in the deep woods, "surroundgethb highest oaks, by woods inhabited by ghogi&2) yet
she manages to take care of herself well with thaey she won in Argus. Apart from that Fleur iseaellent hunter. It
is not the hunting prowess that is significant th& way she conducts her hunting. The act of hgrisra masculine act
which portrays Fleur's strength. With the abiliyheer powers Fleur's footsteps gradually changefrmiman to animal
especially bear. Vecsey points out that Fleur istwthe Anishinaabe call a bear walker, one of tlstnfeared type of

shamans.

Fleur's relationship with Eli Kashpaw was an acetd€he knows that she is responsible for keegiadand and
with it, the Chippewa heritage. The power Fleursgedm keeping her land also enables her to malirnK&hpaw and
become a mother to Lulu. When Fleur gives birthLttu, she almost dies at childbirth, but is assidtg Eli's mother
Margaret Kashpaw. The baby Lulu's arrival makesufFleappy especially when she finds in her, the midance and
continuation of a clan. Pauline Puyat says thati-t®mes to teach Lulu many words in a very shore tthat the child
"kept up a constant and annoying string of sortjtalk which the others laughed at and indulged’§). Fleur mothering
and nurturing her child in the best way instigé®asiline Puyat's jealous. Fleur's dress sense dochitd is evident in the
novel. As for her green dress it is "cinched atbhar stomach with a leather belt"(Tr76). Theksstitations demonstrate

the care and concern for her little child, thusatireg a space for herself as a 'loving mother'.

Fleur is eager to teach her child the Chippewaudagg and heritage like the mothers of the Chippeeadition.
Fleur feels proud of her child who is raised in Bi#agers land and who is surrounded by the dmag of the extended

family. Lulu's presence in the life of her mothergarticular and the other members of the famkg IEli Kashpaw her
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father, Nanapush and Margaret her grandparents Newtor transforms the relationships among these beesn
themselves. Margaret who initially refuses to até¢dpur as her daughter-in- law comes to live viagh in the later years.
Lulu makes these people feel like "a kind of cldre new made up of bits of the old, some religiouthe old way and

some in the new"(Tr70).Fleur with all her amiatplglities wins the hearts of her people.

Fleur protects her land for a while with the Argusney she earned by paying the fees on all hemdeill land
allotments but as the years rolled by she had yonpare. It was difficult for her as she was pasgimgpugh bad times.
Fleur, Eli, Lulu, Nanapush, Margaret all live taget making the best out of their living throughdaand family bonding.

Eli Kashpaw loves Fleur that he constantly retum&leur to gain her love though she refuses tadethim
touch her. Margaret is attacked by Clarence Magyisd Boy Lazarre who tonsured as an act of sitidl&leur does the
same for herself which projects her as an affeat®maughter-in-law. Fleur conceives for the secomttl for Eli but
unfortunately goes into premature labour with niphef any kind. She loses her second baby and waxiated both
physically and spiritually. The family almost stasvsurviving only with the rations from the goveemn After the loss of
the child, Fleur's power wanes. This weakness doéshatter her in anyway rather she works hartl thié rest of her
family to save the Pillagers and the Kashpaws' ftaxes. Incidence of such a kind stands to estalthiat Fleur is

successful in creating a space for her own.

When Fleur learns that she has lost her land ¢ggihg company, she devices a strategy that woetdhip her to
alchemize her suffering to comic possibility anghic perception. She will have the last ironic laulf her beloved trees
must fall, she will not let them be filled by whiteen's hands. During the months that mark the f@ggompany's march
of destruction through the forest towards her cabieur uses a stolen axe and a stolen saw tolmdsg but not
completely, though the bases of the last remaistagd of trees surrounding her cabin. When thedogfinally arrive at
her doorstep, she is ready for them. Fleur haseailcted her suffering towards an act of defiance ik give her the
strength she will need to transcend the sorroweofitss. Through Fleur, Erdrich epitomises her pdeeidicule fate and
transcend her sorrow.

Fleur feels that loss of land leads to loss diti@nal values and the sense of belongingnessir bo does not
want to be a loser, curses not only those who sheedrom drowning but also the "lumber bankerd afficials in their
nests and curse the Morrisseys. But never Nand@iu®i4) whom she considers as her father. A stsege of sorrow
and presentiments drive Nanapush to Fleur's catsrhe sees the remains- the square mile of towedaks, a circle
around Fleur's cabin. She stands at the front dogulfed by logging men and wagons awaiting sigt@fill the last of
the trees. Nanapush expects Fleur to be sad anowdor but to his surprise her face was bright wétkcitement and
amusement. She was drawing silent strength, veisegdpglancing into the sky and shutting her eylesvang peace
within. As trees fell she based her teeth in a vgisle and frightened even those who did not urtdedsthe smile of the
Pillagers. The remaining trees are toppled: " Alffigust of wind topples the remaining trees, amy tlall away from her
cabin." in a circle pinning beneath their branctiesroaring men, the horses...Twigs formed websanfd, canopies laced
over groans and struggles. Then the wind settieded back into the clouds, moved on (Erdrich228nabush and Fleur
shocked to the utmost stands together in a landskal to the lake and to the road.(Erdrich 22gur rejects the
suggestion made by Nanapush to stay with the tfihe. boards the cast with no possession excepivekds and sets

alone. No force is strong and powerful to restdre desecrated land but through her ironic act €iidee, Fleur has
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mustered up the strength and will to survive.

Fleur draws her power from ancient Chippewa spiritedicines her charms and her sexuality as widlrHs
mysterious, confident and beautiful woman. A sesfs@onder stems from Fleur's power to live eveeralfieing drowned
three times, her transformation into a bear, archba-conformist attitude.These difficulties in & life does not make

her lose her power or identity rather makes Flearenstrong and powerful.
CONCLUSIONS

Fleur Pillager seen gaining power, strength amdtitly by acknowledging the power of the ancestmtits and
her heritage that influenced her. When Fleur reallser identity, her inner and physical strengthpawledges the impact
her ancestors made the reverence for culture arighdpe are essential to her life to make it a whBlee is endowed with
magical touch, magical spells, magical spirit tbatnects her to the universe and helps her to dimddentity. To be
precise Fleur's disappearance and tracklessnéss ehd of the novéiracksfunction as a present absence for her absence

becomes a haunting presence in the novel.
REFERENCES
1. Erdrich, Louise. Tracks. New York: Holt, 1988.
2. Erdrich, Louise. Four Souls. New York: HarperCailir2004.

3. Angley, Patricia. Fleur Pillager: Feminine, Mythi@and Natural Representations in Louise Erdrichfacks.

Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1996.
4. Barry, Nora Baker. Fleur Pillager's Bear Identity the Novels of Louise Erdrich. SAIL12, no.2.2000.

5. Beidler, Peter G. and Gay Barton. A Reader's Gual¢he Novels of Louise Erdrich. Columbia: Universpf
Missouri Press, 1991.

6. Castillo, Susan Perez. “Women Aging into Power:tiBital Representations of Power and Authority iruise
Erdrich's female Characters." SAIL 8,no. 4.1996.

7. Katanski, Amelia V. " Tracking Fleur: The Ojibwe d®® of Erdrich's Novels." In Approaches to Teachthg
works of Louise Erdrich, ed.Greg Sarris, Connielécobs, and James R. Giles. New York: MLA, 2004.

Impact Factor(JCC): 3.6586 - This article can be dowabtied fromwww.impactjournals.us










